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From The Podium
Bruce Perry, Conductor
Like most of my childhood peers, I
looked forward to Christmas even though
the dreaded church program was an inevitable part of the season. As a sevenyear-old, our program included memorizing nine different carols.
My grandmother made sure I knew them all, including all
the verses of Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella, even though
neither one of us had any clue who Jeanette was. I spent
hours standing in the corner of her kitchen, singing each
verse without wiggling, while she cooked and baked.
Christmas carols pass from one generation to the next, creating a living tradition. Each generation adds its own chapter to the tradition, as new favorites join the old to create a
unique group of familiar Christmas songs.
Next weekend’s concert features wonderful arrangements of
familiar carols. Silent Night; Joy to the World; We Three
Kings; O Come, All Ye Faithful; Still, Still, Still; and Breath of
Heaven will come to new life in beautiful arrangements by
John Rutter and Fort Dodge native Dale Warland. Flutist
Jennifer Littlejohn and Grace Lutheran’s Bell Choir will join
with singers to fill the air with song.
Bring a friend and share the wonderful gift of Christmas
music with us. Come early for treats and a carol singalong. After the concert, join the fun of Caroling through
History and tour the historic neighborhood by the church.
Wishing you a wonderful and peaceful Christmas!

We Live...We Sing
A Living Tradition
A concert of traditional Christmas carols
will celebrate the musical beauty that has been passed
from one generation to the next.
Sunday, December 16, 2018 - 3:00 PM
Grace Lutheran Church, Fort Dodge

Lives Worth Living
There are times when we all need to be reminded that
others care. Music’s power is the ideal way to help reach
out to those who may feel life has no meaning.
Choral Society and A Cappella Choir from Fort Dodge
Senior High will join forces to highlight the need for
mental health care and reaching out to
those who struggle to live life fully.
Sunday, February 24, 2019 - 3:00 PM
Fort Dodge Middle School Auditorium

Living Gloriously
Puccini’s Gloria, with chamber orchestra and soloists, will
provide a glorious climax to the season.
Sunday, May 5, 2019 - 3:00 PM
St. Olaf Lutheran Church, Fort Dodge

Christmas Caroling
There's no definitive history behind Christmas caroling.
Where they originated, who wrote them, and how they
evolved is unclear. Caroling is an oral tradition, passed
down from generation to generation.
Carols commemorating the nativity, or birth of Jesus
Christ, were purportedly first written in Latin in the 4th
and 5th centuries, but they didn't become associated
with Christmas until the 13th century. Saint Francis of
Assisi, the Roman Catholic saint of animals and the environment, is often credited with incorporating upbeat
Latin hymns into Christmas services. The energetic, joyful carols were sung in sharp contrast to the somber
Christmas music of the day. The concept of Christmas carols, and spreading them to the community to
celebrate Christ's birth, is thought to have spread
across Europe.
A common legend says that Christmas carols were
named after Carol Poles, a little English girl who supposedly went missing in London during the holiday season in the late 19th century. People supposedly
searched for her by going door-to-door, singing to declare their good intentions. Although it may be a nice
story, it has no factual basis.

Choral Passages
Choral Passages is the official newsletter of Fort Dodge
Choral Society. It is published 5 times per year. Subscriptions are free by sending your name, address and
phone number to:
824 North 8th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501
or by calling (515) 576-0718 email: apen@aol.com
It’s not too late to purchase season memberships.
Because of generous support audiences enjoy great
music, singers gain benefits, and FDCS can assist young
artists and bring rising talent to perform in Fort Dodge.
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Join us as we prepare for a combined concert
with Fort Dodge Senior High A Cappella
Choir to raise awareness of the importance of
mental health care. First rehearsal at Grace
Lutheran Church, 7:30-9:30 Monday, January 7
For more information, call 515-979-5620
or visit fdchoralsociety.org
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